
House of Representatives 

HB6640 / File No. 340  1
 

General Assembly File No. 340
January Session, 2001 House Bill No. 6640

 
 
 
 

House of Representatives, April 18, 2001 
 
The Committee on Government Administration and Elections 
reported through REP. KNOPP of the 137th Dist., Chairperson 
of the Committee on the part of the House, that the bill ought 
to pass. 
 

 
 

 
AN ACT EXPANDING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHILDREN'S 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 17a-4a of the general statutes is 1 
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof: 2 

(b) The Children's Behavioral Health Advisory Committee shall be 3 
composed of the following members: (1) The Commissioner of 4 
Children and Families or the commissioner's designee; (2) the 5 
Commissioner of Social Services or the commissioner's designee; (3) 6 
the Executive Director of the Children's Health Council or said 7 
director's designee; (4) the Chief Court Administrator or said 8 
administrator's designee; (5) the Commissioner of Education or the 9 
commissioner's designee; (6) the Commissioner of Mental Health and 10 
Addiction Services or the commissioner's designee; (7) the 11 
Commissioner of Mental Retardation or the commissioner's designee; 12 



HB6640 File No. 340
 

HB6640 / File No. 340  2
 

(8) the executive director of the Office of Protection and Advocacy for 13 
Persons with Disabilities or said director's designee; (9) two members 14 
appointed by the Governor, one member who shall be a parent of a 15 
child who receives behavioral health services and the other a provider 16 
of behavioral health services; [(9)] (10) one member each shall be 17 
appointed by the president pro tempore of the Senate, the speaker of 18 
the House of Representatives, the majority leader of the Senate, the 19 
majority leader of the House of Representatives, the minority leader of 20 
the Senate and the minority leader of the House of Representatives, all 21 
of whom shall be knowledgeable on issues relative to children in need 22 
of behavioral health services and family supports; and [(10)] (11) 23 
sixteen members appointed by the chairperson of the State Advisory 24 
Council on Children and Families. The membership of the advisory 25 
committee shall fairly and adequately represent parents of children 26 
who have a serious emotional disturbance. At least fifty per cent of the 27 
members of the advisory committee shall be persons who are parents 28 
or relatives of a child who has or had a serious emotional disturbance 29 
or persons who had a serious emotional disturbance as a child. 30 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from its passage. 31 

 
HS  Joint Favorable C/R GAE 

GAE Joint Favorable  
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The following fiscal impact statement and bill analysis are prepared for the benefit of members of the 

General Assembly, solely for the purpose of information, summarization, and explanation, and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either House thereof for any purpose: 

 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
 
State Impact: None 

Affected Agencies: Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons 
with Disabilities 
 

Municipal Impact: None 

 

Explanation 

State Impact: 

This bill adds the executive director of the Office of Protection and 
Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities, or his designee, to the 
Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee.  This will result in 
no cost to the department as the additional responsibilities associated 
with this membership can be handled within the available resources of 
the department. 
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OLR BILL ANALYSIS 
HB 6640 
 
AN ACT EXPANDING THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHILDREN'S 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE. 
 
SUMMARY: 
This bill adds the executive director of the Office of Protection and 
Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities, or his designee, to the 31-
member Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee, which 
helps the state Advisory Council on Children and Families advise the 
Department of Children and Families. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  Upon passage 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Children’s Behavioral Health Advisory Committee 
  
PA 00-188 established the committee to promote and enhance 
behavioral health service delivery for children.  It must submit annual 
reports to the State Advisory Council on Children and Families on 
local systems of care and practice standards of state-funded behavioral 
health programs and make recommendations every two years 
concerning service delivery.   
 
Members include the commissioners of Social Services, Children and 
Families, Education, Mental Health and Addiction Services, and 
Mental Retardation; the Children’s Health Council’s executive director, 
and the chief court administrator.  The governor appoints a parent of a 
child receiving behavioral health services and a behavioral health 
provider.  Legislative leaders appoint six people knowledgeable on 
issues relating to children needing behavioral health services and 
family supports; and the State Advisory Council chairperson appoints 
16 people.  The committee’s membership must be representative of 
parents of children with a serious emotional disturbance (SED) and 



HB6640 File No. 340
 

HB6640 / File No. 340  5
 

people who had SED as children. 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
Human Services Committee 
 

Joint Favorable Change of Reference 
Yea 14 Nay 0 

 
Government Administration and Elections Committee 
 

Joint Favorable Report 
Yea 19 Nay 0 

 
 


